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of labor his little indebtedness, he at least eventually
gains freedom; but such is not the case with most of
the slaves in the Tsarong, who are taken from among
the Lissus and other non-Tibetan tribes inhabiting the
country. When one of these is in debt to a Tibetan and
unable to meet the demands of his creditor, he becomes
his "life servant'7 (ts*e yo). The master has the right
to sell, kill, or otherwise dispose of him; he is given
a wife, or a share in a woman, and all the children born
to him are slaves. Even if he should be able to get to-
gether enough to pay off his debt, the master may refuse
it and count his labor as only a set-off for the interest of
the sum due. The missionaries have bought and freed a
number of these t&e yo, but usually they have been able
to buy only slave children; this class of persons have
formed the nucleus of several of their little Christian
communities.
While at Ta-chien-lu I learnt some further details con-
cerning the Tibetan customs relating to the disposal of
the dead. No funeral services take place before the crops
have been gathered, except in the case of very poor people,
whose corpses are thrown into the streams at once after
death. All those bodies'which are to be disposed of
by cremation or by being fed to birds or dogs are put in
wicker baskets, well salted, and kept until the time of the
funeral. In the case of the bodies of rich laymen which
have been cremated, the ashes are sometimes collected in
a box and a do-bong built over it, but generally they are
left on the spot where the cremation took place. When
the body is to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey the
usual method is to lay the naked corpse on the ground,
fastening it by a rope tied to a stake so that it cannot be
dragged about. But there is another more recherche and